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REPORT 


OF THE 


FISH COMMISSIONERS. 


To His Excellency, JAcoB B JACKSON, Governor of West Va. 


The Commissioners of Fishes of the State of West Virginia respect- 
fully submit this fourth report, covering their operations for the 
year. a 


As indicated in our last annual report, to be our intention, our 
operations during the year 1882 have been almost:exclusively con- 
fined to the hatching and distribution of carp, and to experiments, 
to „ascertain whether such of our depleted trout)streams, and other 
barren waters of proper temperature as it might be deemed inexpe- 
dient to stock with native trout: can be successfully stocked with 
California trout, which is reported to be a hardier, larger and more 
prolific fish than our native trout. able to thrive in water too warm 
for it, and full as good a game and food fish. 

Our experiments with California trout were necessarily restricted, 
as at our request the legislature. at its last session, only appropria- 
ted five hundred for all purposes of the commission. 

Some thousands of California irout eggs were procured, hatched 
at the hatchery at Romney, and distributed to various streams in 
Hampshire, Mineral and Hardy, in some of which streams no trout 
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' had been known to exist for years. We have not been able tò ob- 
tain reports as to the results of all of these distributions, but as far 
as we have received reports, the fish lived and grew well, Dr. Ger- 
stell, of Mineral county, reporting an unusual growth in those de- 
posited in a stream upon his farm, which had never been known as 
à trout stream. 

The value of well stocked trout streams to the country through 
which they pass is beginning to be appreciated by the people, and it 
seems to us is well worthy the consideration of the State, not so 
much because of the pleasant and health-giving recreation the sport 
of angling for this the foremost and best of game fishes affords to 
professional and business men seeking in this way rest, and renewal 
of strength for the duties of life, which so often confine them too 
closely to the study, the office, or the shop, nor because of the pleas- 
ure so many others find in the sport, but been ti the trout is one of 
nature’s greatest luxuries, a luxury which should, during the proper 
season, be attainable by all the-citizens by whose homes the trout 
streams go, but which is fast becoming a rare luxury, because of the 
inducements such streams offer to strangers of means, who are in 
search of health and recreation. to seek them among our mountains; 
and because in many portions of the State, owing to the smallness 
of the streams and temperature of thcir waters, trout are the on]y. 
valuable fish which can be successfully cultivated, except in artifi- 
cial ponds. i i 

Within the memory of many of our citizens, numerous streams 
once full of trout have become barren. This is owing in most cases 
to there having been no law for the protection of the trout, and to the 
remorseless destruction of them, big and little, at all times and by 
all kinds of devices, and in other cases to the rapid clearing out of 
lands, and the consequent exposure of the streams to the sun, thus 
raising the temperature of the water. (See section 34 and 344.) 

These are the general causes which have been. operating. for. years, 

_ the destruction of trout. But there are special causes which have 
tended largely to the same result. - 

One special cause to which the present barrenness of many streams 
may be attributed, was the great drought of 1881, a drought so great 
that in portions of the State the trees perished on the niountain sides 
for want of water. By this drought the. water in many streams was 8 
so reduced in volume as to leave their usual beds dry in places, with.. 
pools of water here and there, into which all the fish were compelled to . 
resort, and from which they could be easily’ taken by the various . 
wild animals which prey- upon them, which gathered to such pools, ` 
assisted by night in the destruction, which, by day, was carried on 
by men and boys, who drained the pools and caught the fish as long. 
as they could find one to lay their hands on. 

We observe With pleasure a growing desire that these streams 
shall be restocked and a disposition to observe and enforce the, 
law, which at ouf suggestion was passed for the preservation of this 
excellent fish, and hope that public sentiment will soon approve 
the enactment of a.law which will remedy the imperfections we 

, observe in the present one. ; 

7 * From our experinierits, and the results reported by the Commis- 
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sioners of Fishes in other States, especially in the State of New , 
York, where many streams have been successfully restocked with 
them, we have reached the conclusion that we can enter upon: the 
work of stocking, with California trout, our depleted and barren 
Hou streams, with reasonable confidence of success, and desire fo 
o 80. ; : : 
We have at the State Hatchery all the requisites for hatching, but 
will be compelled to procure the eggs from California at some 
expense. A f ao SÈ Aigi 
Our past experience warrants us in saying that we can conduct 
the hatching and introduction, into waters suitable for them, of our “` 
native trout, with perfect success, and wherever such streams exist | 
as will probably remain adapted to the native trout, they ought to be ` 
protected, and where necessary, restocked with the native, which is 
the most beautiful and desirable of his kind. „ 
There are, however, many streams in which they once flourished 
which, owing to the causes hereinbefore set forth, have lost to a. ` 
greater or less degree, their ability to sustain them in abundance, and. 
others which, as the country is cleared out, will gradually become 
more and more unfit for their habitat. E eae 
It is into such streams, and into other streams where the native 
trout does not exist, but which are adapted to the other variety, that 
we propose to introduce the hardier and more prolific Californian. 
In relation to carp, we report that we have been able to meet, with `:. 
few exceptions, all requisitions that have been made on us for. 
the stocking ofprivate ponds throughout the State, and desire here 
to record our gratitude to Professor Baird, the U S. Fish Commiission-*_ . , 
er, for the obligations we are under to him, in this report wg 
Owing to the extremely late and cold spring, our carp were late in 
spawning, and we were not able to begin the distribution of them 
as soon as We expected, nor, owing to that and other causes, were 
we able to make as full and satisfactory destribution as we desired. 
In the month of October, the young carp, at our hatchery, were ready.” 
to distribute, and distributions were made to those who were within 
reach and had made application l ere 
The Commissioner from the Second District established a small. 
pond at Webster, Tavlor county, for the reception and keeping of 
carp and their distribution thence over both branches of the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad, to persons living in the sections traversed 
by those branches. Being a stranger at Webster, he, after careful 
inquiry as to his fitness and reliability. employed Mr. F S. Warder, 
of Webster, to construct the pond, take care of and distribute the 
carp. a 
The Commiisstoner then caused to be sent to Webster a sufficient 
number of young,carp to meet all the applications that had heen | 
made upon him from that section of the State, and notified the appli- 
cants by mail that the carp were at Webster, and would he for- 
warded to them by Mr. Warder whenever they were ready to 1eceiye. 
them and would so request him l aie 
This was done in order to save expense to the State, lessen the 
labor and risk of distribution, and save expense and trouble to the 
applicants, 
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Some time in December, when it was too late to replace these fish +~., 
with others, the Commissioner was informed by Mr. Warder that a` 
heavy rain had fallen, flooding the pond and allowing a large num: ” 


ber of the fish which were still in it to escape. The Commissioner 
regrets this accident (against which he provided as well as he could 
by careful instructions), and the consequent disappointment of 
some applicants. We still have, however, some carp in the hatchery. 


` ponds, which can be distributed next spring to persons who have 


applied and failed to receive a supply, and we trust that we shall be 
able next summer to hatch a sufficient number of carp to supply all 
applications. 

The seven carp first received by us are now three years old, and 
will weigh, we suppose, from twelve to fourteen pounds. In addi- 
tion to these we have a good number which will become spawners 
next year. 

From all sections of the State we have the assurance that wher- 
ever the carp has been introduced, and any reasonable chance given, 
it has proved a success, and the number of persons becoming inter- 
ested in its culture, and desiring to engage therein, is constantly 
increasing. The ease with which this fish can be raised, at an 
inconsiderable cost, the character and cheapness of thefood neces- 
sary for it, its wonderful growth and vitality, warrant the opinion 
expressed by us in our report of 1880, “that we see no reason why 
almost every farmer may not have his own ponds and raise all the 
carp „he wishes to, as readily as he now raises his chickens and 

igs. 

yo an instance of the vitality of the carp, we may mention the 
fact that last September there was taken from the hatchery pond at 
Romney a carp, which was some three or four inches broad, one 
year old, and had, whilst a very small fish, been bitten into above 
the ventral fin, so that the whole of its tail and about one-third of 
the length of the fish was gone. And yet this fish had healed and 
grown to the size we have named. 

Against two things, however, all persons should guard, viz: The 
allowance of any other fish, even small chubs or suckers, in the 
breeding pond with carp, and the overstocking of the ponds with 
carp, Ifany other fish are permitted in the breeding pond, the in- 
evitable result will be the total or partial destruction of the carp 
spawn. Care should be taken that from some weeks before they be- 
gin, until thev cease spawning, the breeding carp have plenty 
of proper food, and that any fish which is diseased is removed. 

Overstocking of ponds results, as a matter of course, in stunted, 
inferior fish. ; 

We are prepared, on application, to send to persons who have, or 
intend to construet, carp ponds, our last report, cohtaining instruc- 
tions as to carp culture, covering all necessary points. 


SHAD. 


In regard to the attempt to introduce shad into the Ohio river, 
your Commissioners find from the reports of the Fish Commission- 
ers of the United States and of the Commissioners of other States, 
that they have been caught in increasing numbers at Louisville, and 
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that some have been reported caught at Marietta, Ohio. “There. are 
numerous reports in newspapers and otherwise of their being caught 


above Marietta, but we are not able to say that these reports are au- 


thentic. 

We have not thought it wise to endeavor to secure large plantings 
of shad in the Ohio and Kanawha until the results of the experi- 
ments heretofore made are more fully established. “They encourage 
us to hope that we may be able to add this valuable fish to those 
waters as soon as proper fish-ways are established upon the Poto- 
mac. There seems to be no doubt that it would be proper at once 
to make large plantings of shad in the upper waters and tributaries 
of that river. a 

We are glad to report that the legislature of Maryland has made 
an appropriation (which is believed to be sufficient, ) for the purpose of 
placing fish-ways at all dams and obstructions on the Potomac, 
except at the falls, that the McDowell fish-way has been selected as 
the one to be used, and the Maryland Commissioners are now engagep 
in their construction. 

When a fish-way over the Great falls of the Potomac is completed, 
which it is hoped will soon be done under the supervision of the 
U. 8. Fish Commissioner, with an appropriation from Congress for 
the purpose, there will be nothing to prevent this river and its trib- 
utaries from being made to abound with the choicest food fish. 

We have, in a former report, adverted to the propriety of erecting 


fish-ways over the falls in the Tygart’s Valley, Kanawha and New, 
rivers, but as yet it has seemed to be the desire of the legislature to. 


take no action as to them. 

Further time and observation of what results follow the erection 
of the fish-ways now being built, willtend to demonstrate more fully 
what is expedient in this matter. 

In the years 1878 and 1879, complaints were made to the Com- 
missioners of the Second District, that a mill dam on the South 
Branch, in Hampshire county, was a serious obstruction to the 
passage of fish. The Commissioners having failed toinduce the 
owner of the dam to provide a fish-way over said dam, an indictment 


was brought under the statute against him. The defendant employed 


the best available legal talent for his defense, and a bitter fight in the 
courts was expected and began. Witnesses weresummoned, and the 
case argued on demurrers and pleas, when the defendant obtained a 
continuance. - 

He then, after consultation with the Commissioner, proceeded to 
make a. passage tor fish over his dam, which was doomed by the Com- 
missioner a sufficient one, and at the last September term `of court, 
he withdrew his demurrers and pleas, and an order was entered, recit- 
ing, that inasmuch as it appeared to the court, that the defendant, 
had made a good and sufficient passage for fish over his dam, and in- 
asmuch as he conceded the right of the State to a free passage of fish 
over said dam, and for good reasons appearing, a colle prosequi is 
entered. 

The defense was founded upon the allegations that the defendant 
and his grantors had owned the land on both sides of the river for 
more than seventy years, and had maintained a mill dam without 
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. any fish-way in it, and the further claim that their survey crossed 

` and included the bed of the river where the dam was. 

. ` The general enforcement of the law preventing seining in the 
creeks and small tributaries of our rivers, is beginning to show good 
results, in the increase of jack, salmon and black bass. A con- 
tinued enforcement of this law, protecting the spawnihg: grounds, 

_ willin afew years enable us to ask for a longer open season in which 

~ -it will be lawful to seine in the larger rivers in the State. ; 

be State has expended about $1,800 in the purchase of grounds 

„and hatchery, fencing and making ponds. Owing to the small 

amounts which have been in the hands of the Commissioners 

applicable tò other purposes than those embraced in the said sum 

2 of 1,800, they have for some time been unable to employ a competent 

Person to attend properly to the care of the hatchery, ponds and 

` fish, and have only employed labor for these purposes at intervals 

` when there was some special necessity. ta 
The Commissioner from the Second District has thus been com- 
pelled to devote a large portion of his time, without compensation, 

„to these details. He feels that he cannot in the future spare the 

time necessary to the keeping of the hatchery and ponds in proper 

` .condition—indeed in the past he has been unable to give them the 
attention, they should have had. ; 

Ihe ponds, hatch-house, fences and all the appurtenances require 
to be constantly watched, and immediate attention given to any 

~ break, leak, or whatever else may threaten damage to the property, 

Z “in addition to the labor of hatching, feeding and distributing the 

, “fish.” We conceive that it was not the intention of the act creating 

: this Commission, that the Commissioners, who serve without com- 

“pensation of any kind, should attend in person to these details, or 
perform any of the manual labor required in hatching and deliver- 

Ang fish, or taking care of the property, and therefore ask a suff- 

“dent appropriation to enable us to employ a proper person to attend 

“to these matters, and a competent person to attend to. the hatching 

- ` öf fish during the hatching season. We believe that $1,000. is 


— 


= “enough to enable us to do this and to meet all other necessary ex- 
. penses for the current year. 
9 ee SS ‘ 
3 :: We report the following distribution of fish during 1882: 
7 1e at Distributed through C. S. White, Commissioner. 
7. 1 sa N A 
hi 
; l TROUT. 
m . In:strèttims in Hampshire county e . . e 6,000 
=e In fun on A. Gerstell’s farm, Mineral county. ————————————.—— . 1,000 
5 In Claigett's run, Hardy county. ...... e . ——.— SOD 
in Berkeley county, by Major J. H. Bristor.. . . . . . . ——79——.—.õ——..———. 300 
In Preston. county, to J. Mlle dascctcatanvaasonaattues 400 
a : CARP. 


M. F. Hannum, Hampshire county. 
AZA. Brill, Hampshire county. 


` - `- John Thompson, Jr., Hampshire county. 

James W. Thompson, Hampshire county. i g 
RE ge . Neil J. Fortney, Preston county. $ 8 
m M. Helm, Jefferson county. 


: J . Schenowith, Randolph county. 
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John W. Chambers, Hardy county. 
J. W. Hawkinsberry 

James L. Griggs, Jefferson county. 
J. Irwin. 

John Hough, Marion county 

J. Garrison, Hardy county 


Distributed through H. B. Miller, Commissioner. e 


SUPPLIED FROM U. S. CARP PONDS AT WASHINGTON, D C 


To Daniel Maxwell, Roney’s Point, Ohio county. 
To A. C. Fulkerson, Fort Gay, Wayne county 
+ To Patrick McDonald, Burton, Wetzel county 

To R. L. Guseman, Réedsville 
To J W. Guseman, Reedsville 
To James Miller, Halleck, Monongalha county - 
To S. B. Owens, Milo, Wetzel county. 
To John Irwin, Clarksburg, Harrison county 
To B. A Flemming. Fairmont, Marion county 
To A. R Jacob, Clinton, Ohio county 

Jo J. E. Curtis, Wellsburg, Brooke county 
To William Tucker, Wellsburg, Brooke county 
To J. P. Rodgers, Wellsburg, Brooke county 
To Thomas M. Boyd, Morgantown, Monongaha county 
To E. W Smith, Weston, Lewis county 
To John W Grantham, Middleway, Jefferson county 
To William H. Hogg, Point Pleasant, Mason county 
To Nathan Wells, Brooke county 
To M. N. Barnes, Fairmont, Marion county 
To D. MeGregor, Cairo, Ritchie county 
To Thomas Fowler, West Columbia, Mason county 
To Christian Hart, Hartford City, Mason county 
To C H. Shattuck, Parkersburg, Wood county 
To Levi Philabaum, Valley Grove, Ohio county 
ToH S White, Belton, Marshall county 
To W. H Anderson, Newburg, Preston county . 
To W. S. Prickett, Barracksville, Marion county 
To Thomas Prickett, Barracksyille, Marion county 
To George N. Davis, Lewisburg, Greenbrier county 
To J. W. Coffman, Bridgeport, Harrison county 
To Dr. W. H. McClung, Meadow Bluff, Greenbrier county 
To James A. Crane, Meadow Bluff, Greenbrier county 
To M. D. Bainbridge, Ironton, Tavlor county 


To James Guseman, Gladesville, Preston county. y A 


To M S Vangilder, Farksburg, Marion county 

To W. C Daugherty, Farksburg, Marion county 

To Thomas F Nickell, Pickaway, Monroe county 

To George G. Young, Pickaway, Monroe county ( ‘ 
To C H. Burdett, Pickaway, Monroe county 

To Salt Sulphur Springs Company, Monroe county ? 


In the absence of Commissioner Lowry, and of any report from 
him, we are unable to report the distributions made by him in what 
was formerly the Third Congressional District. 

For the same reason we are unable to make a full report of the 
accounts of the respective Commissioners. ' 


Following is the fihancial statment of the treasurer of the Com- 
mission : ` 
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Financial Statement of H. B. Miller, Treasurer of West Virginia Fish 
Commission, from January 26th, 1882, to January 16th, 1888. 


$ DEBIT. 
To balance on hand, per last report. . . ences dw Siva hea 
w CREDIT Et 
1882. 
March 27, Paid N. M. Lowry, distributing fund, Third Congressional Dis’t.. 
a 27, “ C. S. White, a ae Second “ a 
July 8, “ Postage stamps. . .. . . . e ee i siai ` 
Dec. 28, F. B. Miller, distributing fund, First Congressional Dis’t...... 
1883. l 
Jan’y 11, “ Western Union Telegraph Company, two dispatches 
e 15, “ C. S. White, expenses attending meeting this day. . ou 
Balance in State Depository. .. ... . . . . . ... von 
1 
# 
a * 


3596 81 


100 00 
100 00 


